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Tuly 2. 2007

Mr. Ron Del.orenzo

Butternut Ridge Properties, Lid.. LLC
26005 Butternut Ridge Road

North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

RE:  Cluster Homes, + 10 acres .
North Olmsted. Ohio

*ay

Dear Mr. DeLorenzo:

~

Al your instance, FLICKINGER WETLAND SERVICES GROUP INC. perl‘onned a toutine
level. on-site site wetland -determination pér the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers *‘Manual for

ldentifving and Dulmcalmg Jurisdictional Wetlands® ( 1987_).

The property: is loaaled in the city o: “North Olmsted, Cuvahoga County Ohlo The property ‘i$ e
bounded on the north by Butternut Ridge Read' and on the: west by SpunLvale Golf Course :

Welland‘; ate cons:deled Jurlsdmllona] “waters ot the Unlte ¢ _States ;‘thu, anv act i ity th i
cause .an adverse modification to these walers requires authorization from lhe Us. Arm) Corpe
of Engmeers whlch ddl‘nll‘llbtelb the Sec. 404 Program for the U.S. EPA. ' .

An area -1s~conmder.edfa mnsdlctlonal welland il the ‘f'ollowmg wetland mdlcalors.are presen‘t:

HYDRIC SOILS To be consndered a chtland lhe plcscnce of hvdnc soils must be
conf' rmed. ‘Hydric soils are those in which the soils are saturated, flooded or ponded,‘ o
long enough during the growing season 1o devélop anacrobic: conditions in the upper
parl. These anaerobic conditions favor the growth of hydrophytic vegetation. These
soils fall into two broad categorics. organic and mineral. Organic soils. or histosols,
develop under conditions of nearly constant saturation thal allows little or no
degradation of the organic parcnt material. Histosols are often referred to as muck or *
peat. Mincral hydric soils are all soils having less than 50% organic material in the
upper 32 mches Bclow thc surface horlzon thesc soils are oﬁen gray or mottled. ‘-
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HYDROPHYTIC VEGETATION: Hydrophytic. meaning water plants. refers 1o
macrophytic (visible to the naked cye) plant life that occurs where the frequency and
duration of soil inundation or saturation exerts a controlling influence on the plant
species present.  There are five indicator catcgories which apply to wetland
vegetation. They are: ~

(9%}

a) OBL: Obligate wetland plants. plants that under natural conditions almost
always occur in wetlands under natural conditions. rarcly in non-wetlands
(less than 1% probability).

b) FACW: Facultative wetland plants. which usually occur in wetlands but may
also occur in non-wetlands (1-33% probability).

c) FAC: Those plants with a similar likelihood of occurring in both wetlands
and non-wetlands.

d) FACU: Facultalive -upland plants. which usually occur in uplands (non-
wetlands). but may also occur in wetlands (less than 33% probability).

¢) UPL: Obligate upland plants, rarely in wetlands (less than one percent).

If 50% of the dominant species in each vegetative layer (tree. shrub, herbaceous)
are FAC. FACW. or OBL, the hydrophytic »\-'egclalion is present.

WETL AND HYDROLOGY: 1t must be esmbhahed that the area. under i mvestnganon
IS u,mpomnh or periodically inundated with water or has saturated soils during the
growing season. The presence of water has an overriding influence on hydrophytic
vegelation and hydric soils due to anaerobic and reducing conditions. Wetland
hydrology is present if an indicator of wetland hydrology are present. Indicators of
hydrology include inundation. saturation, water marks. drift ines, Sedimem deposits
and drainage patterns.
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A site visit was done to determine the presence of wetlands and streams on the property. Using
the three criteria. no wetlands were observed. At the extreme southern end of the property a
stream with defined bed and bank and having an ordinary high water were obscrved.
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Our findings are as follows:

The property consists of somewhat poorly drained 10 moderately well drained, relatively flat, no-
hydric soils supporting a mesophytic or non-wetland [orested plant community. Slopes on the
site increase in pitch o the south in association with the Root Creek riparian corridor. Root
Creck is the only water resource present on the study site.

Vegetation on the study site consists of secondary successional forest community consisting
primarily of Prunus serotina, black cherry (FACU): Acer .s'acc.'lmr;}m, sugar maple (FACU):
Rubus -allegheniensis, blackberry (FACU), Rosa nudtiflora, multiflora rose (FACU). and
Pa)fhcnoussuv quinqucfolia, Vlrymd creeper (FACU). A small plantatlon of mature Pinus
strobus [whlte pme (FACU)] are present-on the property, but are -dominant only within their
qmall plammg arca. The existing sanitary sewer-casement is” dommated by herbaceous species
conststmg of Dacryll.s glamer ald, or L,haxd grass (FCAU). -

i 'H‘l

All three welland indicators- musl be present for an area to be con51dered 'wetland. The lack-of

- just one indicator is sufﬁment to disqualify an area irom the classification. -Outside of Root

@

. 2ottachments

Creek. no water resources are present. No areas meeting the lederal deﬁmtlon of wetland are

 present on the stud\ blte

e you"have '.gny«ques‘lioqsr‘igéel free to contact our office at,'(33(2)»'.8(§5;, 6 8 ,
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